
Tools
Soil &

 A Guide to help you
start your own home

garden



Hosts Nekaelia Hutchinson-Holder & André Skeete travelled
to the National Conservation Commission’s Garden Centre
to purchase tools for their backyard garden and get ‘the dirt’
on soil.
 
Resource person: Albert Farnum of the Ministry of Agriculture.

In 2014, we created a programme, Awkward Thumbs,  to
assist the budding but not so green "thumbed" garden
enthusiast.  

We are sure, these tips will come in handy especially now as
we strive to be more self-sufficient during this COVID-19
Pandemic.

2



Nekaelia and Albert look at some of the tools used in
gardening. Albert advises new gardeners to always plan
and have the right tools before starting to plant crops.
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The fork is a main gardening tool.  It comes in different sizes.  

After the crops grow, it is used to dig the soil.  This is good
for drainage and air circulation.

The roots of plants need to breathe, therefore the soil should
not be tightly packed together.  

4



A shovel can be used to move materials from one part of the
garden to another.  

It can be used  along with a wheelbarrow or container to make
the job easier.  

A rake can be used to level the garden bed and remove debris
such as rocks. 
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When planting in a
small area or using pots,
it is easier to use
smaller tools, such as
the hand spade and
hand fork.  
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A spray can is necessary, as pests or weeds may destroy
the crops.  

New gardeners should purchase a watering can since
crops must be watered regularly. 

Using a can also cuts down on water wastage. 
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Protective clothing ,such as gloves and boots, are
important when gardening.  

Always use gloves when digging in the soil.  These protect
you from germs or diseases, such as leptospirosis. 

In addition, a mask will stop the gardener from inhaling any
dust or germs. 
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Soil is an important part of the gardening process. It is the
top layer of the earth's surface.  It's made up of rock and
mineral fragments mixed with organic matter. 

There are several types in Barbados, including clay, sand
and loamy. 

The condition and types of soil can affect  your ability to
grow crops.  
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Albert advises that the ideal soil for planting is loamy, which
is a mixture of sand, silt and clay. 

Loamy soils generally contain more nutrients, moisture, and
humus than sandy soils. 

They also have better drainage and filtering of water and air
than silty soils and is easier to work with than clay soils.  
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Adding supplements, such as compost, plant residue,
potting or soil mix and animal manure, can improve the
structure of soil for gardening. 

These should be introduced when garden beds are
being prepared. 
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When placed in a pot or other strong container, potting or
soil mix, also known as potting compost, helps to grow
plants, herbs and vegetables. 

The above photograph shows soil mix which will soon be
packaged at the National Conservation Commission. 
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Animal manure should be applied to the soil after it is

broken down. 

Albert explains that when it is fresh, manure creates a

lot of heat and this could affect crops.  
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Wood chippings can also be used to improve the
quality of the soil, but they must be chopped as finely
as possible so it can break down quickly.

Here, Albert the proper soil for planting, which has
been treated with compost. 

14



There are many agricultural products available on the
market  for your garden. Visit the nearest garden centre or
speak to an Extension Officer at the Ministry of Agriculture
to get details on which one is best for you.  

Remember, we’re changing awkward thumbs into GREEN
thumbs
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Written by: André Skeete
Designed by: André Skeete & Esther Jones

Special thanks to the management and staff of the
Ministry of Agriculture and the National Conservation
Commission 
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